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LS CASE NO. 235 PREFILING CONFERENCE 08/30/2024

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, commencing at 1: 01 p.m on August 30, 2024,

with all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

ALBERT H. ACKEN

Acken Law

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

Ni cole WIIlians, WstLand Resources

Bri an Li ndenl aub, WestLand Resources

Ki mberly Gtero, WestLand Resources

Patrick Shim 174 Power @ obal

Erin Bi beau, 174 Power d obal

Tod Brewer, assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Let's go on the
record.

Now is the tinme set for the prefiling
conference for Atlas North gen-tie line project. Let's
t ake appear ances.

M. Acken?

MR, ACKEN:. Good afternoon, M. Chairnman.

Bert Acken of Acken Law on behal f of the
applicant Atlas North, LLC. Wth nme is Patrick Shimfrom
174 Power d obal, the applicant; Erin -- |I'mnot sure how
to pronounce your |ast nane, apologies -- Bibeau, with --
also wwth 174 Power dobal. And then you have Brian
Li ndenl aub, Kim Gtero, and Nicole WIlians on behal f of
West Land, who is the environnmental consulting teamthat's
done the heavy lift on preparing the application.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Has there been
any public interest in the project so far?

MR ACKEN:. M. Chairman, no. This project
Is in the sane general |ocation as three others that have
gone to the commttee and Conm ssion in the recent years
starting with (indecipherable) --

THE COURT REPORTER: |I'msorry, say it
agai n.

MR ACKEN. GCielo Azul -- GI-E-L-O Azul,
A-Z-UL -- which was a Ten West Link project. 174 Power
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d obal brought the Atlas project that's interconnecting
there. And then also an affiliate of Copia brought
Centenni al Wash, also connecting into Gelo Azul. As is
this project that we're bringing before you now.

This is a very, very renpte area of La Paz
County along Interstate 10. There's no residents for nany
mles.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. You have a
nunber of exhibits to introduce, sone maps for us?

MR ACKEN. | do.

And so for Jill, | want to mark as --
Exhibit 1 wll be the Wird version of the notice of
hearing along with Exhibit A which is the black-and-white
map. That's our proposed notice of hearing.

W will make -- Exhibit 2 is the overview
map, which |'ve | abeled "A3 Proposed Route, "

(i ndeci pherabl e due to Zoom connection) lay of the |and of
where this project is.

THE COURT REPORTER: |'msorry, you kind of
beeped out a little bit after A3 Proposed Route.

MR. ACKEN: That provides a general |ocation
of the project, if the chairman wants to get a sense of
exactly where that project is |ocated.

Exhibit 3 is our proposed sign |location map,
which is |abeled "Atlas North Notice Sign Proposed
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Locations."

And then we al so have a signage hearing
notice, which is the proposed text for signs.

And | am seeing that | nmessed up. | sent
you the notice of affected jurisdictions instead of the
notice of hearing. | sent the notice of hearing
yesterday. | wll resend that, but I -- | want the notice
of hearing to be the exhibit, not the notice of affected
jurisdictions. So I'll send that.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right, | have that.

Send what you sent to ne to the court reporter.

MR ACKEN. WII do.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Wwell,
those exhibits are adm tted.

Now, for the publication, which newspapers
is it going to be in?

MR ACKEN. It will be the Republic, Arizona
Republic. Two publications in the Republic. It's hard
wth the regional papers here. They only publish weekly,
little distribution. So we're going to go in the Republic
for this one.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what will be the
publ i cati on dates?

MR, ACKEN. We don't have it set. W have
good flexibility so we're not -- | don't have a great
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sense of urgency |like we do on sone of these where we have
to have that notice of hearing turned right away. Because
with the Republic, you know, we should be able to get --
Let's say we are planning to file Tuesday. W get the
notice of hearing on the sanme day or the day after, |
think we can publish by the end of the week or certainly
the -- early the follow ng week to neet our two in ten
days.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay, excellent.

So the notice of affected jurisdictions is
La Paz County and the Arizona State Land Depart nent?

MR, ACKEN. That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And we're doing the hearing
at the Conm ssi on.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you for accommobdati ng us
on that. There -- there really isn't anything anywhere
near this project. | think Gelo Azul held -- held their
hearing in Parker. Atlas and | think Centennial Wash were
held in Goodyear. There is nothing near it, so we
appreci ate the accommodation of doing it at the
Commi ssi on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, as | ong as they have
the hearing roons avail able you can use them

MR. ACKEN:. Right.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. And then so the
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hearing date, we're looking at 9 -- No, it's Cctober. 1Is
it October 6th?

MR ACKEN. | think we are starting this one
on the 15th. And then we have public coment that
evening, and go into the 16th.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. 15th. So we're
starting 9:00 a.m that Tuesday. And you'll have --

MR ACKEN:. Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And you will have
| odgi ng for the out-of-town commttee nenbers?

MR ACKEN:. We will. | haven't schedul ed
that yet. |It's Phoenix. |I'mnot too worried about
finding lodging. But if there's a preference for |ocation
or a sense of how many of themw Il need it, by all neans
have Tod | et ne know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR. ACKEN:. O herwise we'll |ine sonething
up.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. And you'll have
the hearing link information by the prehearing conference
date; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Well, good question. Are we
going to be using the Comm ssion's AV team or should | use
Peaks for this?

CHWN STAFFORD: W can use the Conm ssi on.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
602. 266. 6535 www. gl enni e-reporting. com

8



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 235 PREFILING CONFERENCE 08/30/2024

You will have to get with them over there to coordinate.

MR ACKEN. GCkay. 1'll do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Because it was M ke | think
t hat you worked with before when we did the ones in the
hearing room It will be a better setup because it's the
hearing -- it's the downstairs hearing, not the upstairs
conference room

MR. ACKEN. Onh, great. Gay. Yeah, [|'1]
coordinate with M ke.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. There is
not going to be a tour, so | don't think we need to have a
plan for a tour. Because a tour would just kind of be
count erproductive to drive all the way out there fromthe
Conmm ssion to | ook at anyt hi ng.

MR ACKEN. Yes. You're |ooking at an
hour - and-a-half drive to get to it from Phoeni x. So
there's not nuch to | ook at out there. So we're going to
have robust visuals, sinulations, and a virtual tour. W
understand that since we're not doing the tour we better
have good sinulations, and we wll.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Tod, can you nake a
note of that. W'IIl need to adjust the procedural order
to not include the standard preparation for tour | anguage.

MR BREVWER | will, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what is our -- what's
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our prehearing conference date? Tod, do you have that?

MR BREVER | do. Gve ne just one nonent.

We have this schedul ed for COctober the
3rd --

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MR BREVER -- at 1:00 p.m

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And the file
date for the application you' re |ooking at, M. Acken?

MR ACKEN. Tuesday.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the date is 9 --

MR. ACKEN:. (Il ndeci pherabl e due to Zoom
connection.)

THE COURT REPORTER: |I'msorry, say it
again, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. Tuesday, Septenber 3rd.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. And you
can provide a draft CEC by the tinme of the hearing
conference? You know the drill, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN:. Right. W wll.

10

CHWN STAFFORD: And then we'll do the public

coment at 5:30 on the first day, on that Tuesday. |

don't -- Do you anticipate any public officials wanting to

make comment for this?
MR ACKEN: Not at this tine.
CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.
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MR ACKEN. | nean, we -- we nmay get a
| etter of support, you know. Again, there's just --
there's (indeci pherable due to Zoom connecti on).

THE COURT REPORTER: |'m sorry, your
internet is shaky. You may get a letter of support?

MR ACKEN. But | don't anticipate a --
someone wanting to nake an appearance as a public
of ficial.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Now,
permt status. This is La Paz County, you said. So do
you need to get a special use permt or is the
transmssion line a permtted use al ready?

MR, ACKEN. W don't need it for the
transm ssion |ine.

"Il let Patrick speak -- put you on the
spot, Patrick -- to talk about County entitlenents. You
know, this Atlas project is part of a kind of a unique
situation with La Paz County. So he can speak | think to
the status of County entitlenents for the associ ated
generation, if there are any.

MR SH M Yeah. | think, Erin, it will be
hel pful if you can chine in as well.

But we are working on that with La Paz
County at this point. | think we do need the CUP,
condi tional use permt. So --
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Did we file the application, Erin? O are
we wor king on that?

M5. BIBEAU:. W are working on it. W wll
be pursuing a conditional use permt with La Paz County.
We have not submtted that yet.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Al right. So
for exhibits, do you -- are you able to have tablets for
the exhibits or will you have -- W'll need two hard
copi es; one for nyself and one for the court reporter.

But if you -- you could -- for the nenbers that are
present you can put themon tablets. The Conm ssion can't
do that. You will have to handle that or you're stuck
wth the hard copies for the nenbers that are present.

And then you have to email through Tod to the nenbers to
get the exhibits to themso they can view themrenotely.

"' m not sure how many nenbers will be
attendi ng renotel y.

MR ACKEN: We'll -- we'll work with Tod on
the logistics and naki ng sure that we have tablets for
whoever is comng. | nean, maybe we'll know, based on
| odgi ng for sonme, and then, you know, if he knows as we
get closer how many are planning to attend in person, you
know, we'll make sure that we have an adequate nunber.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. And so
the filing fee was a thousand dollars; correct?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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MR, ACKEN. That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: The Comm ssion's obligated
by statute to pay the cost of reporting and transcri bi ng
any application hearing, as well as the actual and
necessary expenses incurred by the commttee in connection
wth their participation in conmmttee neetings fromthe
filing fee. Costs and fees exceeding the anount of the
applicant's fee may, with the applicant's consent, be
incurred by the commttee and charged to the applicant.

Does the applicant consent to pay to the
Commi ssion those costs in excess of the filing fee?

MR, ACKEN: Yes, it does.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

All right. W'IlIl have the standard
t hree-day turnaround for the transcripts.

Any ot her concerns? Anything we need to

cover for the -- for this conference?
MR ACKEN. | wll check ny notes. And
while | amdoing that I'll ask the collected teamif |'ve

m sstated anything or m ssed anything please feel free to
speak up.

| think we're good. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Tod, do you need
anyt hi ng el se?

MR. BREVWER:. No, M. Chairnman. Thank you.
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CHW STAFFORD: All right.
That concl udes the prefiling conference.
t he record.

(Wher eupon, at 1:15 p.m the
ended.)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L
602. 266. 6535 www. gl enni e-rep
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YAVAPAI )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoing proceedings are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings, al
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
groceedings were transcri bed and reduced to print under ny

i rection.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties hereto, and have no
interest in the outcone thereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethi cal
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA
7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).

Dated at Prescott, Arizona, this 1st day of
Sept enber, 2024.

I, |
{ A0

LA I-'I /£ LA Ll

JI'LL MARNELL
Certified Reporter #50021
Regi st ered Professi onal Reporter

* * * * * *
| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the T ' " 'th in ACIA
7-206(J) (1) (9) (1)

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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